
 

Contacts: Estelle Rozine Assaf – +33 1 69 47 28 28, presse@afm.genethon.fr 

 
 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

Evry, 4 July 2008  

 
 

A new president at the head of the Genethon laboratory 
 

Yves Champey takes over from Bernard Barataud 
 
 

Yesterday the board of directors at Genethon nominated a new president to head the 
laboratory created in 1990 by the AFM (French Muscular Dystrophy Association). Thus 
Yves Champey succeeds Bernard Barataud, who has decided to hand over the reins 
after heading the laboratory between 1990 and 1995 and then between 1999 and 
2008. 
 
Yves Champey is a physician by training. Genethon will benefit from his international 
experience with responsibility for the development of new drugs within major 
pharmaceutical companies such as Pfizer and Rhône-Poulenc Rorer. Also, he 
contributed to the creation of the Drug for Neglected Diseases Initiative (DNDi) – of 
which he was president from 2003 to 2007. The DNDi is a foundation dedicated to the 
research and development of new drugs against neglected parasite diseases affecting 
poor populations. Finally, with Pierre Tambourin, he has been deeply involved in the 
development of Genopole® Evry, and is president of the board of directors of the pre-
seed fund G1J Ile-de-France. 
 
“I will be placing all my experience at the service of the AFM and Genethon,” declares 
Yves Champey, “with 3 objectives: successfully implementing the clinical trials 

programs, reinforcing the position of Genethon as a not-for-profit entity of research 
and development, and developing the innovative biotherapies for the treatment of 

rare diseases. My ambition is also to open the way to substantial joint projects with 
the pharmaceutical and biotechnological industries and to develop those that already 

exist with public research organisations.”  
 
 
 

President of the AFM (French Muscular Dystrophy Association) from 1981 to 2001, Bernard 
Barataud is the father of three children, one of whom died from Duchenne myopathy in 1986 
at the age of sixteen. Co-founder of the French Telethon in 1987, he was also the founder of 
Genethon in 1990 with the Nobel Prize winner Jean Dausset. As early as 1992 Genethon 
supplied the international scientific community with the first maps of the human genome. This 
considerably accelerated its deciphering and the discovery of the genes responsible for 
diseases.  It is this progress which has led to innovative therapies based on knowledge of 
genes, therapies which are now undergoing clinical trials. Eighteen years after its creation, 
Genethon is today a not-for-profit biotechnology enterprise whose aim is to develop 
biotherapies for rare genetic diseases. Genethon is the promoter of the first gene therapy trial 
in humans for gamma-sarcoglycan deficiency. It possesses two clinical batch production units 
for vectors and is engaged in the development of a pre-industrial scale BMP production site to 
go onstream in 2010. www.genethon.com   
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Biography 

 

Yves Champey is a physician with over 40 years' experience in the pharmaceutical industry. After 

starting his career in industry as Medical and Scientific Director at Laboratoires Miles, he worked at 

Pfizer and Rhone Poulenc Rorer (which subsequently became Aventis and then Sanofi Aventis) and 

served as Senior Vice President, International Drug Development, at Rhone Poulenc Rorer. In this 

capacity, he created the company's international development teams and implemented development 

programs for a number of major drugs in cancer, cardiovascular disease, infectious disease and 

amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. Yves is a founder of the ITEEC consultancy firm and acts as a drug 

R&D consultant to the pharmaceutical, healthcare and biotechnology industries. He is an advisor to 

the Chief Executive – Pierre Tambourin - at Evry Genopole (France's leading biopark dedicated to 

biotechnology and research in genetics) and is the founding CEO of the G1J Ile-de-France pre-seed 

fund. In addition, Yves is a former Board Member at Rhône-Poulenc Pharma R&D, General 

Secretary and then President of the French Association of Pharmaceutical Physicians, Founder and 

President of the Rhône-Poulenc Rorer Foundation and a member of the Inter-Ministerial Mission on 

Public Research and Drug Innovation (an expert working group set up by the French Ministry of 

Research and Ministry of the Economy and Finance). He was one of the very first proponents of the 

Drugs for Neglected Diseases initiative (DNDi) and coordinated its creation. DNDi is a not-for-

profit drug research foundation for parasitic diseases founded with public-sector biomedical 

research institutions from Brazil, India, Malaysia and Kenya and France's Pasteur Institute and 

"Médecins Sans Frontières" charity. He has served as the DNDi's founding Chairman from 2003 to 

2007. Yves sits on Scientific Advisory Boards at several research institutions. He has recently been 

elected to the Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee at TDR (the Special Programme for 

Research and Training in Tropical Diseases, run jointly by the WHO, the UNDP, the World Bank 

and UNICEF). 

 


