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Press release
4 & 5 December 2009 

Daniel Auteuil, the face of Telethon 2009

Daniel Auteuil is set to be the face of Telethon 2009, which will be broadcast live by France 2 and France 3 on 4 & 5 December from the former Baltard covered market (evenings) and the city of Annecy (Saturday afternoon). He will be joined by Céleste (7 years old) and Léandre (10 years old) during the 30-hour long broadcast. The brother and sister duo is affected by the same muscular dystrophy which slowly saps them of their strength. Together, they will rise to the challenge of Telethon 2009: “Tous plus forts que tout” (“Together we are stronger than anything”). From now on, 200,000 volunteers across France are spreading the message to ensure that this event is unparalleled to any other. Coverage from the France Radio stations will help this message reach the widest audience possible. 
“Tous plus forts que tout”, is the driving force behind the AFM families that committed to fighting a ruthless battle against the disease more than 20 years ago. Their goal is to fight the unavoidable and come up with the medicine to cure their children. Today, the medical revolution is gaining momentum and producing its first results to help patients. Around thirty children suffering from immune deficiencies have already reaped the concrete benefits of this new type of medicine, developed in laboratories using funds raised by the Téléthon. A first success, and the first families facing a brighter future. But wait, there is more:
· Over 30 new therapy trials under way or in the pipeline for 30 diseases.  
· Each trial involves a several million euro investment over many years.
· Each trial paves the way for concrete solutions for patients and other diseases.
· The Téléthon donations play a vital role in the trials, as AFM is a major partner in conducting trials for rare diseases.   

On 4 and 5 December, let’s once again prove that TOGETHER we really are stronger than ANYTHING.
« Tous plus forts que tout »
(“Together we are stronger than anything”)

…a poetry slam by Aimé Nouma

… Pour refuser de se résigner face à la fatalité (Refusing to give into fate)
… Pour ne jamais renoncer (Never giving up)
… Pour atteindre le but coût que coûte (Keeping going at all costs)
… Pour que l’issue du combat soit la fête (So there’s something to celebrate at the end of the battle)
A hymn to all those who are convinced that, in order to move forward, TOGETHER we are stronger than ANYTHING!
Find out more at http://www.myspace.com/tousplusfortsquetout
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